Designing Your Wedding

Information pack

Congratulations on your upcoming Wedding !
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1. My Approach
I have a dynamic and creative approach to my work. I respond to each couple and create Ceremony that reflects the authentic nature of that couple. I work as a professional screenwriter and use these skills in writing each ceremony.  Each ceremony  is beautiful to hear and carefully crafted. 
2. Testimonials

‘So many of our guests said that you were one of the best celebrants that they have ever seen or heard’.      Marcus and Jane

‘What can we say? You were magnificent - so calm and beautiful and present. Thank you for being such a loving,  reassuring,  guiding presence on our wedding journey.’                           Glyn and Glenda           
‘Joe and I are overwhelmed with gratitude of the job you did looking after 
 us at our wedding on Saturday.’     Rebecca and Joe
‘Thankyou for saying many times you can do anything you want’.    Kate and Leo

‘We enjoyed the process so much and the ceremony was so meaningful and perfect for us’.    Meagan and Matt

‘You bought such a spirit of warmth, care, grace and generosity. We feel blessed to have had such a day’.    Tam and Pete
3. ‘The Legals’

When couples get married a ‘Notice of Intention to Marry’,

( a NOIM ) needs to be filled out at least one month and one day prior to your wedding date. For this to be filled out correctly a celebrant needs to see full,  original birth certificates . If one or both of you have been previously married then a celebrant also needs original divorce or death certificates. If you have not been previously married then the birth certificate will suffice plus some identification,  such as a drivers licence. Just ask me if you are unsure if you have the correct paperwork and don’t worry if you have lost or misplaced a certificate. A record will have been kept at ‘Births, Deaths and Marriages’ and copies are easily obtained. For people not from Australia usually their passport will suffice if they do not have birth certificates but check this with me.  For  birth certificates in another language an accredited translation is needed.  Sometimes a Statutory Declaration needs to be filled out if there is no birth certificate which I am able to do.  As a celebrant I do all the legal paperwork, so there is no need to worry.

On the day of the marriage 3 certificates will be signed. One is my record, the other I send to the registry and the other is a commemorative certificate which is for you. However this certificate is not a legal document so you will need to obtain your legal marriage certificate from the registry after the paperwork has been processed. This usually takes about 7-10 days after the ceremony. I will talk to you about this closer to the time and I always send you out a reminder after the wedding.  This process is simple and you may have your legal certificate sent to you or you may pick it up in person.  

4. Interfaith Marriages, Religious/Non religious Marriages

Some couples have interfaith marriages where perhaps the groom is Moslem and the bride is Christian.  For others the bride might be Catholic, the groom of no faith.

I enjoy very much working with these couples is designing ceremonies that can embrace belief or non belief.  Ceremonies have the capacity to unite people on common ground. I am always confident of finding the right expression for couples within these parameters. Some couples feel stressed and perhaps in conflict because there are pressures from extended families. Or perhaps within the couple themselves they are struggling  to work out the best way forward because they do not share a religious faith.  Through my experience I have found that the right ceremony emerges,  after discussion and imaginative input from both myself and the couple.  Weddings can honour who you are and also honour the traditions that you have come from.   

5. Outline of a Wedding Ceremony

( By no means prescriptive but will give you a general idea )

1. ENTRANCE/ ENTRANCES

( Traditionally with music and usually with bride BUT you could enter together, or each with own set of parents etc. )

2. WELCOMING and INTRODUCTION

Celebrant welcomes everyone, introduces herself ( obligatory ),   perhaps making special mention of people travelling to the wedding etc. Could talk at this point about marriage and what it means to the couple.

3. READINGS, MUSIC, POEMS

Generally reflects couples sentiments about marriage/love etc. Poems can be intertwined with other parts of the ceremony as well.

# 4. EXPLANATION OF CELEBRANTS  ROLE

Explains what my role is.  

5. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF FAMILY 

It is an opportunity to acknowledge parents/families and their continuing support to the couple. It could be a time for the family candles to be lit.

6. THE ASKING

Celebrant asks the traditional question to which bride and groom respond with 

‘I do’ or ‘I will’.  

# 7. MARRIAGE VOWS

A definitive statement of some description/promise made both by bride and groom.  There is some legal wording that must be said as part of the vow.

8.  RINGS 

Rings or other gifts, statement by celebrant about the rings

#9. DECLARATION OF MARRIAGE

1o. THE KISS

# 11. SIGNING OF CERTIFICATES

# 12. PRESENTATION OF MARRIED COUPLE

# ( This marks what MUST be included according to law )

Depending on the style of your wedding only a small number of these components might be used. 

6. Some Wedding prayers, blessings and Readings.

The following material is a guide only. It should be used to spark your own imagination as to what you would like to have for your own ceremony.  I have a lot more material available. 
1. The minute I heard my first love story

I started looking for you, not knowing

how blind that was

Lovers don’t finally meet somewhere.

They’re in each other all along.                                 JELALUDDIN RUMI

2. Now each of you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter for the other. Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other. Now there is no more loneliness for you. Now there is no more loneliness. Now there is no more loneliness. Now you are two persons but there is one life before you. Go now to your dwelling place to enter into the days of your togetherness. And may your days be good and long upon this earth.

( American Apache blessing )

3. Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends.

Corinthians 13;4 -8a

4. SONNET XIV

If though must love me, let it be for nought

Except for love’s sake only. Do not say,

“ I love her for her smile-her look-her way

Of speaking gently,- for a trick or thought

That falls in well with mine, and certes brought

A sense of pleasant ease on such a day”-

For these things in themselves, Beloved, may

Be changed, or change for thee,-and love so wrought,

May be unwrought so. Neither love me for

Thine own dear pity’s wiping my cheeks dry,-

A creature might forget to weep, who bore

Thy comfort long, and lose thy love thereby !

But love me for love’s sake, and that evermore

Thou mayest love on, through love’s eternity.  

ELIZABETH BARRET BROWNING, from Sonnets from the Portuguese

Some simple traditional wedding vows : 

By Law the bride and groom must say

‘I call upon the persons here present / to witness that I …… / take you …… / to be my lawful wedded wife / husband.
Other vows can be added to this…

I …/, take you …/, to be my wedded wife/, to have and to hold/, from this day forward/, for better, for worse,/ for richer , for poorer/, in sickness and in health,/ to love and to cherish/, till death us do part./ This is my solemn vow.

I …,/ take you …, to be my partner in life/. I promise to walk by your side forever,/ and to love , help , and encourage you,/ in all that you do./ I will take time to talk with you,/ to listen to you,/ and to care for you./ I will share your laughter and your tears,/ as your partner, lover and best friend./ Everything I am and everything I have is yours/ now and forever more./

The other repeats the vow.

Some couples like to write their own vows. I can assist you if you would like to do this.
Ring Vows.
This ring I give in token and pledge/ as a sign of my love and devotion./With this ring I thee wed.

A more modern version of the above :

I give you this ring./ Wear it with love and joy./ As this ring has no end./ Neither shall my love for you./ I choose you to be my wife/ husband this day and forevermore./

Some wedding Ideas
- Lighting of the Unity candle :

Some people like to light a ‘unity candle’ as part of the ceremony. This can represent the coming together of two families or the coming together of two people.  

· Some couples like to plant a tree as part of their wedding ceremony. 

Members of family can water it as part of the ceremony or it could be decorated with blessings etc.   One couple planted 3 seedlings with both sets of parents. Each ‘wedding tree’ would be planted and grow in their own gardens. 

- Before or after the ceremony people can attach wish ribbons to a wishing tree.

- When you are announced as a couple some white doves could be released or butterflies.

- Some couples like to have their hands bound together as part of the ceremony.  This is called Hand fasting. This is usually done with ribbon. 

- Rings could be blessed by parents....we could write something for them to say together or they could prepare some wishes for you that they read out.

There are a myriad of ideas and rituals that can be incorporated into your wedding ceremony. I have a ritual booklet and can also design ritual to reflect what you are wishing to express.

Please feel free to contact me for a no obligation meeting.

If you decide to go ahead with a booking then I require $100 deposit which secures your wedding date with me. I then send you out further wedding material for you to look through. From there we can design your wedding ceremony. It is a creative and fun process and I always work closely with the couple concerned. Some couples want me to write up a ceremony for them with little input, other couples wish to be involved in a more in depth way.  I am a non judgemental, creative person and happily respond to each couples individual needs.

Christine Grace

Civil Marriage Celebrant

22 Nicholson St

Footscray 3011 

Tel: 03 93326030

email : christinepgrace@optusnet.com.au 

email : gracecelebrant@optusnet.com.au

 visit :  www.gracecelebrant.com

